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Dear Janet

Thank you for your letter dated 22 May on behalf of the Petitions Committee regarding a
petition concerning making Welsh Second Language compulsory in all schools in Wales
including independent schools with the roll out of the new curriculum.

As the petition notes, Welsh is currently compulsory in all maintained schools in Wales
following either the First Language or Second Language programmes of study as
appropriate.

In the new curriculum there will be no distinction between first and second language as all
learners will be taught Welsh within the Languages, Literacy and Communication Area of
Learning and Experience. In this Area of Learning and Experience all learners will follow the
same curriculum but expectations will reflect the different pace and depth of learning Welsh
for those learners whose education is primarily through the medium of Welsh and those who
learn mostly through the medium of English.

However, expectations for Welsh in English-medium Schools will be reviewed and
increased over time to reflect learners’ changing experience of learning Welsh as the new
Curriculum is rolled out and as we work towards the goal of a million Welsh speakers by
2050.

In terms of independent schools, the petitioner acknowledges that independent schools in
Wales are not required to follow the National Curriculum and therefore are not required to
teach Welsh, either first or second language. This will remain the case when the new
curriculum is rolled out.
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Independent schools are independent in their governance; as such the Welsh Government
does not have the powers to insist the teaching of Welsh Language is compulsory in every
independent school.

Although the schools are not required to follow the National Curriculum, independent
schools must give pupils experience in the following seven areas of learning, and their plans
and schemes of work must illustrate how each area is to be woven into the school
curriculum:

. Linguistics

. Mathematics

. Science

. Technology

. Humanities and social science
. Physical exercise

. Aesthetic and creative

As part of linguistics independent schools can choose to deliver lessons in Welsh if they
wish. However, this is an individual choice for those schools.

| trust this clarifies the position as regards independent schools.

Yours sincerely
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